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Malaria due to liver transplantation: summary
of reports
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Dear Editor,

Malaria is an important blood infection due to Plasmodium
spp. parasite. It is an important public health problem. In addi-
tion to vector transmission, there are also other modes of trans-
mission for malaria. This also includes malaria due to trans-
plantation. Indeed, there are several possible etiologies of post
transplantation malaria such as blood transfusion or new infec-
tion. However, the actual direct malaria due to transplantation
is confirmed (1). This mode of transmission has just been con-
firmed in this decade (1). Presently, it is accepted that trans-
plantation can be the possible mode of malarial transmission.
Of several solid organ transmission, liver transmission is
usually mentioned for the transmission of malaria. In this re-
port, the author tried to summarize the previous reports on ma-
laria due to liver transplantation. This work is designed as a re-
trospective literature review. The author used the search
engines, PubMed and Scopus on malaria due to liver transplan-
tation. The key words for searching are “malaria”, “transplanta-
tion” and “liver”. Derived literatures that described the malaria
due to liver transplantation were included for further analysis.
Exclusion was set for any literatures that were lack of English
text or lack of details. Of interest, from literature search, there
are 4 reports on cases of malaria due to liver transplantation (1-

5). According to these reports, there are 10 cases of transfused
malaria. Plasmodium falciparum were documented in all cases.
All cases presented with high fever and abnormal liver function
test. The average incubation period was within 2 months after
transplantation. Indeed, the occulted liver stage of the malaria
is believed to the rooted cause of post transplantation malaria in
orthotopic liver transplantation. Of interest, liver transplanta-
tion is the final choice for treatment of many end stage liver di-
sease. One of many important complications of liver transplan-
tation is the malaria transmission. This report might reflect the
necessity for screening for malaria before transplantation.

V. Wiwanitkit

Wiwanitkit House. Bangkhae, Bangkok. Thailand
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