
A 56-year-old woman presented with belt-like radiated epigastric pain and elevated pancreatic enzymes (amilase: 850
U/L; lipase: 135 U/L). The patient had been cholecystectomized two years before after suffering from two acute episodes
of pancreatitis of biliary origin. Since then, the patient reported postprandial epigastric discomfort.

An abdominal ultrasonography showed a dilated Wirsung’s duct with a nodular filling defect of 10.8 mm in size. ERCP
demonstrated a severely dilated primary pancreatic duct and secondary branches at the pancreatic head, inner filling de-
fects (Fig. 1), and a negative cytology for malignity. CT and MRI findings were suggestive of chronic pancreatitis.
Echoendoscopy disclosed a heterogeneous pancreatic parenchyma and a dilated primary pancreatic duct that was maximal
at the isthmus (7 mm), where a hypoechoic, 12.5-mm wall nodule was identified (Fig. 2). 

The patient was then diagnosed with a pancreatic intraductal papillary mucinous tumor (IPMT), and underwent duo-
denopancreatectomy. Histology of the surgical specimen confirmed an intraductal papillary adenoma with no stromal in-
vasion at the pancreatic isthmus. After 15 months of follow-up the patient remains symptom-free and has no evidence of
tumor relapse.

IPMT is an uncommon pancreatic neoplasm that is difficult to diagnose because of its slow growth and non-specific
manifestations. It has been primarily reported in males aged between 60 and 70 years (1,2). Most of these tumors are lo-
cated in the pancreatic head. Their site is the primary pancreatic duct in 75% of cases, and they involve secondary ducts
and even the papilla as they extend along the former duct (3). Although rare, suspicion should be raised by the presence of
idiopathic pancreatitis with duct dilation, or of pancreatic cystic lesions (2).

Both ERPC and MRI detect pancreatic duct changes with a high sensitivity; however, IPMT-related findings may be
difficult to differentiate from those of chronic pancreatitis (4). EUS is a safe technique for the diagnosis of IPMT, as it pro-
vides high-resolution images of the pancreatic duct, wall nodules, and neighboring structures, and is useful for loco-re-
gional tumor staging (5).
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The treatment of choice for pancreatic IPMT is surgical resection. Prognosis is excellent for non-invasive cases, but
close patient surveillance is needed after surgery as tumor relapse is common (4,5).
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